Rheumatoid papules: lesions showing features of vasculitis and palisading granuloma.
Whether palisading granuloma formation occurs with leukocytoclastic vasculitis in rheumatoid nodules and in histopathologically similar conditions is debatable. Patients with high titers for rheumatoid factor and severe erosive rheumatoid arthritis are at risk for both rheumatoid vasculitis and rheumatoid nodules. A patient with all of these features developed a papular eruption. These papules showed clinicopathologic features both of leukocytoclastic vasculitis and of early palisading granuloma. Lesions resolved slowly with low-dose oral corticosteroid therapy. It is proposed that these lesions be called rheumatoid papules and that they may represent a link between vasculitis and the palisaded granulomatous reaction seen in rheumatoid nodules.